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of twelve or fifteen miles, to put these termini out of 
commission in an afternoon, and render the canal 
useless for the transit even of our own vessels. Left 
unfortified, no nation at war with us would attempt 
to bombard its ends or to send war vessels through 
it. The risk of having them picked up, one by one, 
as they emerged at the other end, by a squadron of 
even three or four of our vessels, would be so great 
that no power would venture to run the risk of losing 
a whole fleet, or even a single ship, by sending it 
through the narrow passage. Even the naval tacti- 
cians themselves, in advising fortification, seem for 
once entirely to have lost their acumen. 

The canal is not intended for war purposes. It 
is to be a great artery of peaceful commerce for the 
world. Let us put our millions elsewhere than in 
costly fortifications at its termini and along its banks, 
and the example thus set of trust in other powers 
will come back to us richly in increased wealth, in- 
creased honor, and in the strengthening of the pillars 
of world peace for which we have long boasted of 
being the chief protagonist. 

The Interparliamentary Conference at 
Brussels. 

The sixteenth Interparliamentary Conference held at 
Brussels in the Palais de la Nation, the last of August, 
seems to have been an unusually interesting meeting of 
this great organization of three thousand statesmen. The 
parliaments of nineteen countries were represented. 
There were in all seven hundred and sixty-eight members 
present, more than filling the Senate Chamber, including 
the galleries. 

The Conference was opened by Mr. Auguste Beernaert, 
the veteran Belgian statesman, former president of the 
Chamber of Deputies, recipient of the Nobel prize, etc.j 
and subsequently presided over by Mr. de Sadeleer, ex- 
president of the Chamber of Deputies. In his opening 
speech Mr. Beernaert said that the position of the Union 
had been materially strengthened since various nations 
had contributed towards its financial support. Though 
the results of its work had not yet been adequate, there 
was, he thought, ground for real encouragement, as arbi- 
tration and mediation formed to-day an integral part of 
international relations, rapprochements were being estab- 
lished between peoples, and the universal conscience was 
finding its mouthpiece in the Hague Conference, in its 
demand for reduction of armaments and the general 
application of arbitration to the settlement of disputes. 

The Conference unanimously adopted a resolution 
offered by a German delegate, proposing the opening of 
all great waterways to universal commerce, the unham- 
pered passage of ships of all nations being permitted. 
Hon. Warren Keifer of our Congress submitted a propo- 
sition for the appointment of a committee — to report to 



a later Conference — to consider the possibility of a re- 
duction of armaments, and urged that the Panama Canal 
should be open to merchant vessels both in peace and 
war. The Conference declared in favor of the neutrality 
of the canal, as of other international waterways. 

A resolution was adopted recommending the ratifica- 
tion of the Declaration of the London Naval Conference, 
though a modification of some of the clauses was strongly 
urged by some members. The Conference took no direct 
action on the proposition of Secretary Knox to transform 
the Prize Court into a Court of Arbitral Justice, because 
the Convention creating the Prize Court had not yet 
been ratified. Among the representatives of the parlia- 
ments of the smaller powers there was manifest opposi- 
tion to the Knox proposal, as might have been expected. 

A resolution was also adopted expressing the view that 
all the states should be invited to take part in conferences 
for modification or consolidation of international law. 
The Conference adopted a resolution offered by Hon. 
Richard Bartholdt urging the national groups of the 
Union to call upon their respective parliaments to pass 
resolutions in favor of another Hague Conference in 
1915, and to urge the respective governments to appoint 
committees to report in two years on the program of the 
Conference. Another resolution was adopted calling for 
the annual publication of the text of all arbitration treaties 
concluded during the previous twelve months. 

There was a protracted debate on the question of the 
immunity of private property at sea from capture in time 
of war. Some English delegates took one side of the 
question and some the other. Most of the members of 
the Conference, however, favored immunity, and a reso- 
lution in this sense was finally adopted. 

After passing a final resolution in favor of the sup- 
pression of prizes of war, the limitation of blockades to 
ports of war, the limitation of contraband of war to arms 
and munitions destined for belligerents, and of the pro- 
hibition of the destruction of ships carrying cargoes other 
than contraband, the conference adjourned to meet in 
Rome next year in the month of October. 

From the reports which have reached us from Brussels, 
it seems clear that this great peace organization of states- 
men, now grown to three thousand members, as Mr. 
Beernaert stated, has developed materially in strength 
and power, and certainly in progressiveness and courage. 
It is feeling increasingly the pressure of the growing 
public sentiment in all countries, and is responding to 
this pressure in a most encouraging way. Some of its 
own members are among the most advanced peace men 
of the time, and they are constantly on the lookout, at 
home as well as in the annual conferences, to see the 
next steps forward which can be wisely taken in promo- 
tion of the restriction and ultimate abolition of war. 



